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For many Texans, homeownership means a quiet house in a nice neighborhood 
in the suburbs near excellent schools and good shopping. Houses are well maintained, 
lawns are regularly mowed, and yards are kept free of clutter. Often neighborhood 
amenities, such as swimming pools, walking trails, tennis courts, clubhouses, and 
exercise facilities, complete the picture of the perfect place to live. These neighborhoods 
sometimes have HOAs that provide the amenities, and such amenities are funded 
through annual or monthly fees paid to the association. In addition, such neighborhoods 
have restrictive covenants that limit the types of fencing that can be placed in yards, 
prohibit parking in the streets, and provide standards for landscaping and upkeep for 
the homes. All of these regulations are enacted ostensibly for ensuring the value of 
homes in the neighborhood over time. After all, who wants to pay large sums of money 
for a house and pay a mortgage to a bank for decades only to have the value of the home 
drop over time so that when you sell the house you get less than you paid for it?

However, HOAs often seem to micromanage their neighborhoods, going beyond 
simple architectural features like the overall look of the house to include more invasive 
issues. When the Lions Club in Hutto, Texas, placed a flag in Audrey Rambikur’s 
yard for Flag Day, June 14, 2016, she received a notice from her HOA that she was in 
violation of HOA rules because she did not first get a permit to display the flags. The 
HOA, consisting of one member from the residents and three appointed by the builder, 
have strict regulations about the size, number, and height of flagpoles in Rambikur’s 
subdivision.3 Recently, a fight broke out among the residents of the Waterside 
subdivision in McKinney, Texas, over a retaining wall that divides some of the homes 
from a nearby hospital. When the retaining wall started to collapse, the HOA assumed 
the developer would repair the wall. Two years later, the wall was still in disrepair, the 

These dinosaur statues 
appeared on the lawn 
of Nancy Hentschel's 
house in New Territory, 
a suburban housing 
development in Sugar 
Land. The statues drew 
the ire of the homeowner 
association (HOA) of 
New Territory because 
the dinosaurs violated 
the restrictive covenants 
that govern the exterior 
look of the homes and 
lawns in New Territory.
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